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OPENING OF SCHOOL
It is customary to state th a t every opening is the best.
Foregoing the pleasure which such a statement usually
gives to school presidents and officers, it is sufficient to
say th at the ooening was full and enthusiastic and an a t
tendance about 35 per cent over last session was indicated
and is now being maintained. Indeed, the enrollment at
this date lacks only five of being as many a^ the entire
enrollment of last session.
The opening, as usual, was entirely informal, talks being
made by the faculty and towns-people. The students were
welcomed to the school by the President, to the town by the
Mayor and to the churches by the pastors. Some inspiring
songs were sung, and the session of 1915-16 was fairly
launched—everybody, students and teachers feeling happy
and full of enthusiasm for the year's work ahead.

FACULTY CHANGES.
Prof. Claud Howard, who has been on leave of absence,
pursuing a course of study at the University of Chicago, has
resumed his duties in the English department, much to the
delight of his former pupils.
Miss Jeannette Marks, whose department of Languages
was eliminated from the school, will not be found in the
faculty this session.
Mr. G. T. Somers, who was principal of the Training
School last session, accepted a position in the State Normal
School at Farmville, Virginia. He receives a much larger
salary, and Virginia is his native state. To succeed him
here Miss Caroline B. Smith, of Huntsville, Texas, a gradu
ate of the Sam Houston Normal School, a teacher of experi
ence, who has done special work in supervision at the new
Peabody, was selected. She comes highly recommended and
is at this date easily justifying all the good th at has been
said about her.
Miss Inez McGaugh, who has been teaching in the school
for five years, has resigned to accept the direction of teach
er training in one of the High Schools of Florida at a salary
of $125.00 per month. Miss Mary Berry, a graduate of the
University of Chicago, a native of Florida, a teacher who
has had experience in both city and country schools, was
selected as her successor. Miss Berry has a difficult task
to fill the place of so popular and efficient a teacher as Miss
McGaugh, but she has given many indications th at she can
do this successfully.
Miss Elizabeth Privett, who has been the efficient teacher
of mathematics for fifteen years, was persuaded by Mr.
J. B. Reynolds, of Mississippi, th at she had served in the
school room long enough, so they were married on July 27,
and a t the present time are making their home in Louisiana.
Mrs. Reynolds’ friends, who are numbered by her acquaint
ance, wish for her many years of usefulness and happiness
in her new relationship. The work of this department is
being done by Miss Forney and Mr. Harris. The other
members of the faculty remain the same as last session.
Some spent the summer resting at their homes—others
working for continued improvement at the Universities and
several taught in the summer schools.

SUMMER SCHOOL.
One hundred and seventy-five teachers were enrolled at
the summer school last year, which was the largest number
we have ever had, but prospects for next year are for a
much larger number, due to several causes; the first being
th a t we shall have dormitory accommodations for students
for the first time.
The summer school will run twelve
weeks instead of six and be divided into two terms of six
weeks each. Regular credit work in all departments will
be given.
This will enable teachers in the service to do
much work towards graduation in the summer quarters.
Jacksonville is ideally located for summer study in the
mountains of north Alabama. The weather never becomes
oppressive and the nights are always cool.
EXTENSION OF CERTIFICATES.
Any teacher may secure an extension of a state certificate
by attending this school for six weeks during the year of its
expiration. These courses are being offered at all times
during the session, and any teacher can come in at any time
and secure the course. A diploma entitles a student to a
first grade state certificate.
PREMIUMS AT STATE FAIR.
The Normal School had a small exhibit at the State Fair
at Birmingham. We won first premium on the following
exhibits: Wood Turning, Sewing, Drawing, Manual Train
ing and Canning. These are all the departments in which
we made an exhibit and the result seems to speak well for
the work done here.
JANUARY 1, 1916, THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND
TERM, IS A GOOD TIME TO ENTER.

DORMITORY BURNED.
The following is copied from The Anniston Star, under
date of October 24, the next day after the burning of the
new Girls’ Dormitory, on the evening of October 23:
“A fire, which probably originated from a cigarette stub
carelessly thrown aside, completely destroyed the building
of the new girls’ dormitory of the Jacksonville State Normal
School last evening, entailing a less of $25,000, partly cov
ered by insurance.
The fire was first discovered about
seven o’clock. Earlier in the evening some timber near
the west side of the building had been ignited, and in ex
tinguishing these flames the firemen had neglected to com
pletely smother the embers, which spread to the building,
according t o the best information obtainable on the scene
last night.
“ When it was noticed th a t the new dormitory building
was afire, an alarm was immediately sounded.
The fire
department, President C. W. Daugette, his students, Mayor
McCormick, former Mayor D. W. Goodlett and others, includ
ing practically every able-bodied citizen of the town, re
sponded to the call. Water was brought from the big town
spring near by, but it was not until the Anniston fire truck
arrived th at a stream of water was turned on the raging
flames.
“The citizens of the town fought valiantly, but the odds
were against them. The fire quickly ate its way to the upper
stories of the superstructure, and spread southward. The
bucket brigades and the manipulators of the chemical ap
pliances at hand could not cope with the conflagration,
which grew larger and larger with every passing hour.
When it was seen that the building was apparently doomed,
an ‘S. 0. S.’ call was sent to Anniston, and Mayor Wikle at
once dispatched Anniston fire truck No. 4 from the city hall
to answer the appeal. When it arrived, it was found that
the Jacksonville hose was defective, and the water pressure
very poor. As a consequence it was some time before the
firemen could make the necessary connections, erect ladders
and enter upon the work of saving any part of the build
ing. They did heroic work, however, when they got started,
and were frequently cheered by the people of Jacksonville
for their brave and persistent efforts to save the doomed

building.
“One line Of hose was stretched from the town, and an*
other was extended from the cotton mills some distance
away. Defects in the hose and the poor water pressure,
however, prevented the success th at would ordinarily have
attended the efforts of the firemen.
“Scores of automobilists went from Anniston, and practi*
cally the entire population of Jacksonville turned out to
witness the fire, which made a pretty picture as the flames
mounted heavenward through the black smoke, mounting
from story to story and leaping from one section of the
magnificent structure to the other. The flames could be
seen for miles away, and the sight would have been even
more impressive but for the brilliance of the moon, which
shone in full splendor.
“It was seen early in the evening th a t the attem pt to save
the building from almost complete destruction was practi
cally hopeless, the firemen having been driven from one
story of the structure to another. Hence, they began to
confine their efforts to an attem pt to save the walls, or a ’:
least one wing, thus enabling the property owners or re
sponsible parties to collect insurance. The south wall and
the east wall collapsed, notwithstanding the steadfast ef
forts of the firemen, about midnight. It is believed, how
ever, th a t the Normal School, which had accepted about
$28,000 worth of the $30,000 structure, will be able to col
lect insurance.
“The building was of brick, three stories high, and con
tained 245 rooms. It was being completed by W. H. Nun
nelly, the contractor, and county commissioner, preparatory
to occupancy on November 1. It cost $30,000, not including
the plumbing and wiring, and the loss will amount to at
least $25,000, it is claimed. It is also said th at Mr. Nunnel
ly had recently allowed his insurance to expire, but the
Normal School had kept itself protected.
“ ‘As I see the situation now, we will begin at once to re
build,’ said President C. W. Daugette, on the college campus
last night. ‘This institution has become recognized as one
of the state’s foremost educational forces, training scores
of teachers for the public schools every year; and we have
absolutely outgrown our present quarters. We a re disap
pointed, of course,’ Mr. Daugette continued, ‘but we shall
continue our work, both in the academic and extension fields,

just as heretofore, and I tru st th at we may continue to
have th at co-operation from every section of the county
that has characterized our efforts heretofore. In this con
nection, I want to thank the Mayor and the fire department
of Anniston for the response to our appeal, not to mention
the sympathy expressed by the citizens of Anniston.
I
also want to go on record again as being deeply grateful for
the loyalty manifested toward the school by the students
and the people of Jacksonville. The sun shines through
every cloud, and it is in this light tonight th a t I view the
kindly spirit th at has been manifested toward the school
by the people of the county as a whole.’ ’’—Anniston Star.

Below is a copy of write-up of the mass meeting held in
Jacksonville on Tuesday, October 26, appearing in Anniston
Star on date of October 27:
MASS MEETING AT JACKSONVILLE.
“That the people of Calhoun county as a whole appreciate
the worth of the Jacksonville Normal School to this county
and to the state at large, and that they are solidly behind
President C. W. Daugette and the State Normal School
Board in their plans for the rebuilding of the girls’ dormi
tory th a t was destroyed by fire last Saturday, was forcibly
expressed by a large number of speakers who were present
a t the rousing mass meeting in the Jacksonville Theater
building Tuesday afternoon.
“A score or more of prominent citizens from this place
attended the meeting, and it was made manifest during
the talks th a t any lack of harmonious relations th at may
have at one time existed between the people of Anniston
and Jacksonville have been obliterated and th at they have
been made one in a bond of sympathy.
DAUGETTE PRESIDES.
“President Daugette presided at the meeting. He stated
that the object in calling the citizens together was to give
assurance to Superintendent W. P. Feagin th at the people
of the county appreciate the school and th at they want the
burned building rebuilt at once. In a closing address, Mr.
Feagin gave the assurance th at this would be done as soon
as practicable, S. L. Crook, representing the insurance ad
justers, having stated th at there would probably be little
trouble in collecting very largely on the state’s policies.
“Mayor W. L. McCormick was the first speaker. He
thanked the citizens of the county for the interest they
had taken in the m atter and expressed the belief that the
burned structure would be rebuilt at once. Other citizens
of Jacksonville who spoke along the same line were Rev.
Mr. Cartlidge, pastor of the Presbyterian church; Rev.
Mr. Bennett, pastor of the Baptist church; former Mayor
H. L. Stevenson, who spoke of the new comity of interest
between the people of Anniston and Jacksonville; F. A.
Weems, Dr. Ross Currier, Col. E. G. Caldwell, C. D. Martin
and Frank Hammond.

ANNISTONIANS SPEAK.
“Among the Annistonians who made short talks, express
ing their appreciation of the school and their willingness to
co-operate in the rebuilding of the dormitory, were James
Keith, Jr., active vice president of the Anniston-City Na
tional bank; W. H. Weatherly, president of the First Na
tional bank; Captain A. W. Bell, Congressman Fred L.
Blackmon, S. L. Crook, D. C. Blackwell, representative in
the legislature; W. P. Acker, C. J. Houser, president of the
City Bank and Trust Company, who built the first normal
school building; Ross Blackmon, Col. W. H. McKleroy; H. T.
Persons, county superintendent of education, and others.
“All of those who spoke were optimistic in their remarks,
leaving no doubt of the fact th at the burned structure would
be replaced and that the school would not be allowed to
suffer any permanent injury as a consequence of the fire.
FEAGIN GIVES ASSURANCE.
“In his address, which closed the meeting, Superintend
ent Feagin gave positive assurance th at he will do all in
his power to expedite the rebuilding of the dormitory, but
stated th at it will necessarily take time to do this declaring
that he will never again countenance going into debt for any
educational work in the state. He felicitated the people of
Jacksonville on the way they have rallied to the support
of the school in this emergency, in taking care of the girl
students, and in opening their homes to the new students
th a t are expected, it having been, brought out by
President Daugette that the enrollment this year is already
more than 30 per cent larger than last year.
“Mr. Feagin went on record as being unalterably com
mitted to normal school work, stressing the state’s need of
trained teachers; but in the course of his remarks he also
made a powerful plea for common school education, pleading
with his hearers to support the educational reforms—espe
cially local taxation and compulsory education—to be sub
mitted to the voters next year.

SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS.
Christian A ssociations.

Y. M. C. A.
President, A. C. Johnson.
Secretary, Patterson Hicks.
Y. W. C. A.
President, Pearl Johnson.
Secretary, Martie Whiteside.
Treasure?, Edith Nolen.
Literary S ocieties.

CALHOUN.
President, Clyde Brittain.
Vice President, J. F. Gurley.
Secretary, Miller Weaver.
Sergeant-at-Arms, Clyde West.
MORGAN.
President, H. H. Evans.
Vice President, W. W. Orr.
Secretary, R. P. Evans.
Critic, R. P. Scarborough.
Sergeant-at-Arms, Hubert Wheat.
FOOTBALL TEAM.
Captain, G. G. Lawson.
Manager, Edd Milner.

The following counties are represented in the school this session:
Calhoun, Cleburne, Cherokee, Chambers, Chilton, Coosa, Clay, Bibb,
Autauga, Blount, DeKalb, Dallas, Tallapoosa, Monroe, Marshall, Mor
gan, Washington, Tuscaloosa, Madison, St. Clair, Elmore, Jefferson,
Pickens, Hale, Etowah, Winston, Fayette, Franklin, Randolph, Lamar
and the state of Georgia.
The counties most largely represented are Calhoun, Tallapoosa,
Cherokee, Cleburne, Coosa, Tuscaloosa, Chilton, Jefferson and Clay.

HOW IS THIS FOR DEBATING?
News has been received of the success of Elmore McCollough, ’13,
in a debating contest in the University of Chicago. Forty applicants
contested for the two debating teams. Six were chosen, three for each

team, one to go against the University of Minnesota, and one against
Michigan. Elmore was chosen leading speaker against Michigan. He
never had any further training in debating than that received at the
Normal School. We feel proud of his success, and trust that his team
will win against the University of Michigan.

SCHOOL NEWS.
The annual Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. reception to the new stu
dents was held at the boys’ dormitory, and a program of music and
talks given. President C. W. Daugette made an address, in which
he welcomed the students and urged them to recognize the responsi
bility awaiting them and adopt habits while at Jacksonville, which will
lead to such a development of character as becomes teachers who are
to set an example to the young. Mr. A. C. Johnson, president of
the Y. M. C. A., spoke, urging the co-operation of all the boys of the
school to make the Association a success the present year. He was
followed by Miss Julia Privett, president of the Y. W. C. A., session
1914-15, who welcomed the young women, and stressed the import
ance of the work. Miss Louise Douthit gave a reading and several
numbers were rendered by the school quartette, consisting of Messrs.
A. C. Johnson, H. H. and R. P. Evans and George Kilpatrick. Re
freshments were served and the boys and girls were introduced to one
another, so when the reception came to a close all seemed happy
and there were no strangers left.
Class Socials were held Monday evening, December 6th, at the
following homes: Seniors, at Miss Forney’s; Juniors, at Miss Weath
erly’s; Sophomores, at Mrs. J. R. Alexander’s; Freshmen, at President
Daugette’s. These socials are held at least once each term. Teach
ers are always present as official chaperones.
The Training School gave the usual Thanksgiving exercises in
the chapel, which were attended by a large number of the people
of the town, as well as the Normal student-body, making standing
room at a premium. The first and second grades, under the direc
tion of Miss Berry, presented a very interesting exercise and brought
gifts for the inmates of the Alms House. The third grade, under
Miss Johnston, recited in concert a Thanksgiving exercise and sang a
song. The fourth and fifth grades, under Miss Smith, gave a little
play entitled “Granny Dewdrop’s Thanksgiving,” and the sixth and
seventh grades, directed by Miss Pelham, rendered “The Courtship
of Miles Standish.” The exercises were exceedingly well given and
were highly enjoyed by all present. The gifts were taken to the Alms
House by the children in the afternoon and the true spirit of Thanks
giving was generated.
An improvement has been made in the chapel exercises. Two days
per week the exercises consist of chorus singing by the whole school,
under the direction of Miss Hyde; one day some teacher holds a spe
cial exercise by himself or his class and the other two days the usual
chapel exercises are held.

Practice has already begun with basketball. The children of the
Training School and the boys are getting up teams. The girls will
also get up one or more teams.
Mr. Jas. L. Sibley has donated to the school a box of specimens
of rock of every description, gathered from all parts of the country
for the school museum.
Public meetings have been held by the Calhoun and Morgan Liter
ary Societies, to which all other societies of the school were in
vited.
The Calhoun debated the subject: “Resolved That the liquor traffic
should be prohibited by an amendment to the Constitution.” Bryan
McCollough represented the affirmative, and C. C. King, the negative.
The Morgan subject for debate was: “Resolved, That Ichabod
Crane was a greater entertainer than David Gamutt.” W. W. Orr
sustained the affirmative, and Johnnie Clements, the negative.

ALUMNI NOTES.
C lass 1915.

Miss Marie Alexander is teaching at Hollingsworth’s School, Cal
houn county.
T. J. Christian is teaching in Talladega county, his address being
Childersburg.
James Davis is first assistant in High School at Piedmont, Calhoun
county.
E. M. Edwards is teaching near Tallassee, Elmore county.
Roy Ellison is attending the State University.
Josephine Gaboury is teaching in public school at Pratt City.
Miss Annie Kemp is teaching at Mt. Ida, Talladega county.
Frank J. Little is teaching in Calhoun county, near Ohatchie.
Coleman McCollough is teaching at Ohatchie, Calhoun county.
Miss Nelle Morris is teaching at Piedmont Springs, Calhoun county.
Miss Julia Privett is assistant in school at Titus, Ala.
L. J. Robinson is teaching in Coosa county.
John D. Samuels is a student at the State University.
M. G. Satterfield is teaching in Clay county.
C. D. Tatum is first assistant in public high school at Henegar.
Miss Margaret Toland is assistant in High School at Piedmont.
Lucile Weaver is teaching in Florida.
Holland West is in business at Brighton, Jefferson county.
H. G. Wheeler is teaching at Plorette, Morgan county.
Miss Ann Amelia Wood is teaching at Duncanville in Tuscaloosa
county.
G. G. Lawson and Ed Milner, class 1914, are taking additional work

in the Senior Class at State Normal School.
Miss Fannie Dyer, class 1914, is teaching in Calhoun county.
Jas. R. Edmondson, class 1914, is teaching at Somerville, Ala.
Arthur Glover, class 1914, is assisting in High School at Ozark,
Ala.
Miss Mary Bettie Lunceford, class 1914, is teaching at Thomaston,
Ala.
Chas. Sisson, class 1914, is continuing his course at Roanoke Col
lege, Va.
Miss Dennie Privett, class 1913, is teaching in Talladega City
Schools.
Elmore McCollough, class 1913, is student at Chicago University.
Miss Amie Milligan, class 1913, is teaching at Red Level, Ala.
W. C. Petty, class 1913, is teaching at Cardiff, Ala.
B. B. Lawson, class 1913, is teaching at Adamsville, Ala.
E. P. Houston, class 1913, is teaching at Atmore, Ala.
C. C. Dailey is first assistant in High School at Guin, Ala.
Chas. Isbell, class 1911, is student at Auburn.
J. Thomas Balch, class 1909, is teaching at Childersburg.
B. L. Balch, class 1908, is teaching at Notasulga, Ala.
W. R. Copeland, class 1908, is teaching at Hueytown, Bessemer,
Ala.
B. B. Broughton, class 1899, is teaching at Thomasville, Ga,

